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Bronte Girls’

Welcome to our
first newsletter
of the year
As we have come to the end of a busy but enjoyable
term, I’d like to take this opportunity to say thank you
for supporting your daughter’s engagement in her
education at Bronte Girls’ Academy. This newsletter will
provide you with the chance to learn more about her
learning and activities, which have taken place this
academic year. Our pupils have supported charities
through taking part in a series of fundraising events and
have thoroughly enjoyed the bun sales and a visit from
Pudsey Bear to raise money for Children In Need. It has
been a pleasure to see our young people taking an
active part in both the school and wider community.
This break will offer families the opportunity to get
together and to celebrate the festive period and on
return to school in January, we want to ensure that our
pupils and staff return safely. You will have received a
letter regarding Covid 19 testing at the school when
pupils return on Wednesday 5th January. The
requirement for pupils to wear facemasks in communal
areas will continue and we appreciate your support in
ensuring your daughter has a reusable facemask to wear
so she can move around the academy safely.
We look forward to seeing you in the New Year. Take
care and have restful break.

You can help to support your daughter’s progress by discussing the
topics she is covering in each lesson. Our website provides useful
information and curriculum overviews for each subject..
In English, year 7 are finishing studying literature set in and from
the Victorian era. Next term they will focus on epic poetry and
classical narratives. Pupils can prepare by completing these
lessons on National Oak Academy.
Year 8 have finished studying the post-modern drama test. The
following is a useful preparation for next term. Click on the image.
Year 9 have completed studying a novel from different cultures
and will now focus on Shakespearean tragedy.
The Oak National Academy website is full of additional resources,
which you can use to contribute to home learning. Click on the
images, which will take you to the relevant pages.

Mrs R Shafquat (Principal)

Follow us @BronteGirls
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Microsoft Teams is still a useful tool, which is being used by
teachers to set homework, or to set additional learning
opportunities. If you have not used Teams before, please read the
guide on our website so you have the tools to support your
daughter to use it successfully.
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The English department ran a fantastic summer
school where our prospective year 7 joined us for a
week. Based on the trip to the Yorkshire Wildlife
park, pupils conducted research and gathered
factual information on their adopted animals. They
worked in groups and created leaflets which they
presented explaining why their animal and it’s
habitat should be protected. For the Autumn term,
Year 7 have studied Ruby in the Smoke and have
loved the novel. In the last week the whole of year 7
had a cinema session and enjoyed watching the
film.
Kelsey, year 7, ‘I enjoyed the book because of all the
cliffhangers and the mystery. I also think that the
main character Sally is brave and remarkable.’
Thursday 7th October was National Poetry Day. Our
pupils wrote some fantastic poems and participated
in a poetry slam organised by Ms Sabir. Staff
contributed to a PoeTree and this was displayed for
all our pupils and visitors to enjoy

Year 8 have studied The Curious Incident of the Dog
in the Night-Time. This is a very thought-provoking
play where pupils gain empathy with an autistic
child and follow a journey of self-discovery
through his endeavours to solve the mystery of
the dead dog. Pupils were able to make links with
various dramatic methods used by the playwright
and the sub-genres of the topic. They were
introduced to new terminology and academic
writing styles which they successfully achieved.
Year 9 pupils have been challenged to become
young leaders by applying for a Buddy Leader
position. They have experienced the process of
application, interview and training for the role. In the
new year they will be ready to support some of our
weaker readers in Y7.

RELIGIOUS STUDIES
Religious studies has been a very busy and knowledge
rich topic this term.
In year 7, we have been exploring the meaning of religion
and why people choose to follow a religion. We have been
investigating the reasons people have to not follow a
religion. Our current topic is recognising our
responsibilities from a religious and non-religious point of
view. We have explored charities, equality and our rights.
In year 8 started the year with studying the various belief
about God and why some people do not believe in God.
We are currently finishing our topic of Christianity where
pupils have been discovering key beliefs of the Christian
faith.
Year 9 have discovered and been investigating the key
beliefs and practices within Christianity. They have
explored why Christians believe what they believe and
how they implement this in their lives today.

In History, this half term, year 7 pupils been learning about
the Norman Conquest. They have discovered how the
feigned retreat tactic allowed William of Normandy to win
the Battle of Hastings against Harold Godwinson. They
are now looking at how William consolidated his power
as King using different methods. One method they have
discovered was used was ‘violence and intimidation’.
They have recognised that William built Motte and Bailey
castles to loom over the English and show them that the
Normans were now in charge. Year 7 have made some
fantastic model Motte and Bailey castles – the standard
keeps improving each year! Well done year 7!!

Our brilliant Buddy
Leaders
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KS3 PE

This term pupils have been engaging in a variety of
sporting
activities
especially
popular
is
trampolining. We have provided a busy calendar of
sporting activities during lunchtime and after
school, starting with fencing and cricketing
provided by Sunnah Sports.
This term Year 7 have been learning all about weather and
climate. This has involved looking at case studies from
around the world and has also included an example much
closer to home - Bronte's own microclimates! To fully
understand Bronte's microclimates, Year 7 were tasked
with conducting an experiment using lots of primary data
and even a scientific instrument. Pupils took notes on the
conditions of four different areas around school, including
the carpark and the MUGGA. Pupils then were tasked with
taking multiple readings on our very own anemometer.
After the readings were taken, pupils had to use some of
their maths skills to work out averages so that all their
results could be shown on a range of different graphs.
Excellent work Year 7!

Next term pupils
will be given the
opportunity
to
participate
in
multi sports. This
will
be
on
.
Wednesdays
after school.

KS3 performing Arts

,
Year 7 have enjoyed working on the pantomime of
Cinderella. Year 8 have been creating role-plays based
on picture stimulus and different scenarios given to
them. They have worked well in groups and are
building their confidence. Year 9 have enjoyed West
Side Story. They have learnt about stage combat
focusing on the scene involving the fight between the
Jets and the Sharks.

In Year 7, pupils have been working on their core skills as they need to
learn basic fundamentals of Art and Design as well as Van Gogh and
Roy Lichtenstein. Year 8 have been creating observational drawings of
a range of natural forms in a range of media and materials. They have
looked at artists such as Antoni Gaudi from Spain and creating work in
his style. They then analysed the works of Rennie Mackintosh
and Hundertwasser to develop their knowledge and understanding of
different styles and periods of art.
In Year 9, pupils have been producing high quality sketchbooks which
reflect
a
range
of
techniques
and
processes.
They explored and experimented with their ideas using a range of
techniques and media, including painting, print making (monoprinting, block printing, lino printing), marbling and experimental
drawing. They also experimented with inks and look at Japanese Ink
painting. They looked deeply into the work of other artists which then
allows them to take inspiration from them and develop their own final
pieces. The topic is ‘Our World- Landscapes' in which they look at local
artist David Hockney, Stephen Wiltshire (who is Autistic) and
Banksy who have very different styles of work yet they both have
perspective shown within their works.

Pupils taking readings
and using their
mathematical
knowledge to create
graphs recording their
results.

Year 7 and 8 have learned learn how to use a sewing machine and the
different functions of the sewing machine. Year have dyed and printed
their fabrics and then used the fabric to created their mobile phone
stands.
Year 8 pupils are given a project brief to which they worked towards and
developed their skills further. They chose a theme and then designed
and made their ribbon weave bag based on that theme.
.

A useful phone stand
produced in textiles
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Ribbon weave and
applique work by
year 8
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SCIENCE
Year 7 pupils have learned how to use a variety of
scientific equipment including microscopes and the
equipment used to separate mixtures, as well as the
classic Bunsen burner. In addition, they have been
really busy making model cells to show off what they
have learned about the different types of cells.
Inayah’s fantastic
cake model of a
cell
and
an
explanation key.

Mrs Khan has been using reciprocal
strategies to make explicit the implicit
strategies good readers use. This literacy
has really helped pupils to access their
texts.

Year 7 pupils have learnt about data, including averages
and the range and how data can be represented visually.
They have been introduced to algebra, learning the history,
key conventions and language.

reading
reading
initiative
science

During lunchtime, pupils have
had a fantastic opportunity to
gain greater knowledge and
understanding
of
STEM
subjects through the STEM
Club. They have been inspired
and taken part in engaging and
rewarding activities in a fun
packed learning environment!
‘Bronte’ spelt in slime by
the STEM Club

Leadership and Independence have been the theme in SEND
this half term, where pupils have participated in leadership roles
around school such as collecting and managing donations for
‘Show Racism the Red Card’ and supporting other such events.
We are proud of our students who have been encouraged to
step outside of their comfort zones and have risen to the
challenge.
Our Buddy Readers have demonstrated some fine leadership
skills and are excited to meet their year 7 readers in the new
year. Additionally, our library leaders are making us proud by
developing their organisational skills coupled with team spirit,
whilst our Growth groups work develop team work and social
awareness.
The SEND and English department have successfully launched
their Lexia Intervention across the
school and look forward to pupils
spending 120 minutes weekly on the
programme to improve their literacy
skills. Furthermore, pupils can work
on Lexia from home!
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Year 8 students have focussed on geometry learning areas of
2D shapes, drawing 3D shapes on isometric paper and
calculating surface area and volume of 3D shapes. They have
also learnt about metric and imperial measures and converted
between them. Students have learnt why length, area and
volume conversion facts are different and how to find the area
and volume conversion facts if they know the length
conversion facts.
Year 9 students have been working on substituting into
equations, solving equations, writing and using formulae,
changing the subject of a formula, expanding brackets and
factorising expressions

function on Microsoft Teams:
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This term we have been studying
aspects of citizenship which
include PSHE and the RSE
curriculum.
In year 7 and year 8, the topics
covered in PSHE have challenged
and enlightened our students in
various ways. We have been
looking at friendship circles and
how to maintain a friendship
relationship. We have looked at
the topic of bullying and how to
avoid and cope with such. In year
9 we have covered democracy and
politics preparing our students for
life in modern day Britain.

The MFL department are
running the Spelling Bee for
pupils in Year 7 in order to
practise and improve their
vocabulary,
spelling,
pronunciation and memory
skills in the target language
Pupils are completing stage 1 of the competition
which is at individual class level. Next term the
competition is heating up to whole school level and
by the end of the spring term pupils will be
participating in the regional level.
The French department ran an art competition..
The brief was to create a poster for pupils on how
the reward systems are used in French. There were
some creative and colourful entries.

Pupils wrote friendship poems in
GST time.

Pupils have enjoyed participating in debates and voting on
topical issues during GST time. They have developed
leadership skills where pupils are selected to lead the
debate, to keep notes and report back after group
discussion. They have debated on how the school could be
safer, subject choices and provision of social care for the
elderly.

The winners
Year 7- Ammarah
Year 8- Dialla
Year 9- Yumna
In November, it was Parliament
Week where pupils discovered how
democracy works and how the
Houses of parliament are a voice for
the nation. The understanding of
debate, freedom of speech and our
other basics of democracy is
important for our pupils in order for
them to develop their own voice.

COMMUNITY
Our BGA community have had a busy term. October was Black History Month and we
had a range of fantastic learning events for our pupils: all pupils followed a special
GST programme; Mrs Khan produced a weekly newsletter for pupils; staff
contributed by creating subject specific profiles of the most influential black men
and women from the present and past. Year 9 participated in workshops where they
debated a number of issues surrounding racism and discrimination. This culminated
in a fundraiser for ‘Show Racism the Red Card.’
Our fundraising efforts were shown at their best for Children in Need where we
raised an amazing £2402.90. This is a reflection of the hard work and generosity of
pupils, staff and our wider community.

Our most able year 9 are taking
part in The Scholar’s Programme
More to follow on their projects!
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